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able thing. 'It is a rag,' he said, 'which only charlatans
wear.'
The Popes know this, yet they continue to give this deco-
ration to ambassadors, who hand it on to their valets.
Momolo's second daughter had fallen in love with my
secretary Costa. I told him that, if on my return from
Naples I found the marriage arranged, I would defray the
expenses of the wedding.
He loved the girl, but he did not marry her then, for he
thought I had designs on her; he was a rare fool, though
there are plenty like him. He married her the following
year, after he had robbed me.
The next day I went off in my fine carriage with the
Abbe Alfani, who was willing to act as my secretary, and
arrived at Naples to find the whole population in a commo-
tion, for Vesuvius was all but in eruption. At the last station
but one the postmaster insisted on reading me his father's
will. The good man had died during the outbreak of 1754,
and he said that God was reserving a still severer punishment
for the wicked city, and that this punishment would fall dur-
ing the winter of 1761. I calmly went on my way and paid
my respects to the Duke of Matalonia, whom I had known in
Paris. He came forward to meet me, embraced me, and
presented me to his wife. She was a daughter of the Duke
of Bovino's. I told him I had come to Naples on purpose to
see him. 'Then,' he said, cyou must be my guest'; and be-
fore I could reply, cGo,' said he to a servant, cfetch Signer
Casanova's luggage from the hotel, and if he has a private
carriage, put it in the coach-house here.' He added, 'Do you
know that I have a son?' The child was sent for, and I
duly admired him, saying how like he was to the duke.
A monk, who was sitting at the right hand of the duchess,
remarked that the boy was not in the least like the duke.
He had hardly pronounced the words when the duchess
turned quickly round and boxed his ears. The monk received
his correction with a good grace. I kept the whole table in
a roar with my witticisms, and in half an hour was a